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POLIGY OF ADOPTING A STATE GOVERNMENT. 


Fellow Citizens:—The Conventi 
which assembled at the city of Denver 
on the 8th of August, A. D. 1865, in re~ 
sponse to a public call for the purpose 
ot considering: First, the propriety of 
forming a State government, and ma~ 
king application for admission.into the 
Union at the earliest possible moment, 
and second, If it shali be deemed expe- 
dient to frame a constitution for the 
State of Colorado, provide for its suh% 
mission to the people, and if adopted, 
tor the election ‘of State officers aud a 
Representative to Congress, closed their 
labors on the 12th inst., and the consti- 
tution framed by them for the State, is 
now before the public for their consid- 
eration 

On the last day of the session the un~ 
dersigned were appointed a committee 
to prepare an address to the people of 
Colorado, setting forth some of the rear 
sons which now exist, and which induced 
the convention to believe that the true 
interests and future prosperity of our 
Territory would best be .promoted by 
making immediate application for ad 
mission into the Union on an equal foot- 
ing with the other states. j 

The superiority of a Stale government 
founded upon the principles of justice 
and popular rights, over that of a Ter- 
ritorial organization, is so manifest to 
all that itis only necessary tocall atten- 
tion to the fact to convince any reasona- 
ble mind that the former is preferable, 
and would prove more beneficial to our 
people than the latter, The one deri- 
ving its strength and power from the 
people, and governed by their wil., 
must resuls in the adoption of such 
measures as will proiect and fos.er the 
best interest of the people, and secure t 
them the full enjoyment of their rg! ts 
and priviliges as free American citizens, 
While the latter, deriving an imperfect 
power and authority from the National 
government, is necessarily subservient 
to the will and direction of thuse who 
know little or nothing of our true situa- 
tion and circumstances, and who, being 
far removed from us, are so situated 
that it is impossible for them to make 
proper investigation, and thus become 
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fully acquainted with the wants of our 
people. We therefdke take itfor granted 
that there is no oe at this day who 
would contend for a moment that a Ter- 
ritorial organization would be produc- 
tive of ag much good and security to the 
people as a State government. 

The great question then for us to con- 
sider resolves itself into.this: is 1t expe- 
dient at this time for the people to throw 
off their present weak and impertect 
state of being, and assume the vigor and 
manhood of an independent existence. 
And we propese now to state some of 
the reasons why it would be best to doso. 

First. There is nothing to be lost, while 
there is much to be gained; renewed 
confidence it our resources, and credit 
will follow as the result of laws more 
justly and perfectly enforced: and ss a 
St ite we should acquire a stunding and 
credit abroad, which, as a Terri.ory, we 
can never have; but are any afraid of 
failure? We ask such, in a:l candor, to 
look back and examine the history of 
your countri, by so doing you wil find 
that not one of the Territories which 
have heretofore been admitted as States 
into the Union, since the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution, have failed to 
succeed. On the contrary we can confi- 
dently, in each particular instance, point 
to the fact that all of them, immediately 
aiter.their admission, met with the 
greatest prosperity ; renewed vigor and 
power was given to their laws—the 
rights of all, in their persons and prop 
erty, WaS More secure—increased yalue 
was added to property, their pop~ 
ulation increased more rapidly, and 
became more permanent; and cap- 
itil, as the natural result of ‘all 
this. flowed into their borders;’ all the 
springs of society, lavor commerce and 
science were thus brought to open their 
flood gates, within their borders, devel- 
oping their natural resources and 
leading onward to success. Such 
was the fact in all of these territories, 
they threw off their weakness, assumed 
the authority of self-government, and 
have become great and growing States. 
May we not confidentiy predict the 
same results for Colorado? 
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Do any entertain iears that we shall | 
not be able to raise the money to defray 
the expenses of a State government? if | 
so, we again refer you to the history ot! 
all the new States, 2 nd ask all toexamine 
with candor the tacts. The resources, and | 
value of the taxable property in Michi- 
gan, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and others 
that might be named, was not estimated 
at the time of their admission as high as 
ours ; yet they all sustained themselves. 
and grew in wealth and prosperity ten , 
fold more rapidly after they become | 
States than they did betore. Why, then, 
may not Colorado lit up her head, and ; 
with the full knowledge that her wealtiny 
and rescurces treasured up in her moun- | 
tains and valleys, areten fold greater | 
than that of any of the new Territories | 
who have heretofore sought admission | 
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into the Union, (except, perhaps, Cali- 
fornia and Nevada,) look forward to ther 
same glorious results ? 

Second—The value of our mines and | 
minerai resources, are of such incalcu~ 
ble importance to our future prosperity 
dnd success, that it would be the great- 
est foily fo say that we ought not to look 
after them, and thus secure such legis- 
lation with reference to them,as willlead 
t their development, and secure and 
encourage the miner in the fruits of his’ 
hard earned toil. If we do not look ar- 
ter these interests ourselves, we cannot 
expect others todo it for us, and the 
question arises here, ın “what Way can 
our people best secure protection aud ti- 
tles to their mining pzpoperty? torif these 
great interests are kft unprotected, the 
occupation of other industrial branches 
ot lapor w2ll likewise languish: the one 
supports the other; and without the 
development of our mines, the others 
would be, comparatively, of little value. 
How important, then, that the legisla- ' 
tive power, of a good and stable, 
government, should be thrown around ; 
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our mines and miners, guarding and 
by just and 
wholesome laws, for eyery blow struck 
at their interest reaches the yitals ot: 
Colorado. Lt behooves us ail, thereiore, ` 
to be vigilant and watchful, and to see | 


- that no measures are adopted by Con- | 


gress which will prove injurious to oun 
best interest. = 
In section 10, article 14, of the Consti ; 
tution; submitted tor your considera. | 
tion, provision was made by the conven- | 
tion for the security and tenure of prop- i 
erty, acquired by virtue of the laws, , 
rules and regulations, adopted and ap- | 
proved by the people in the past. This | 
provision reaches back to a time whe: | 
there was no law to govern or control | 
the rights of property, save those made 
by the people themselves, and. the de- 
sire to lay a constitutional basis, for the 
protection of those w:o have acquired 
and now hold property, derived by vir- 
tue of, or from the execution of those 
early laws of the people, must appear 
judicious and right to all, and we cannot 
but think that this provision must meet 
with the approbation of our people. 
Our mining interest and titlesare now ' 
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threatened by unwise and dangerous 
legislation in Congress. Bulls are pend- 
ing, both to tax ana sell them out to 
speculitors, not only in Colorado, but 
in all the Pacitie States, with the view 
of paying off the National debt; and if 
we truly consider ou: best interest, we 
Will not fal to exert all our energies and 
ineans to defeat these measures, aud all 
others akin to them. ‘This ean be done 


by having a Representation in the 
Congress of ihe United States at 
tne earliest practicable moment, 


arined with the power of a sovereign 
State, and clothed with tbe authority to 
vote, on all questions of interest to the 
people. Titus the influence of Colorado 
would be united with the other great 
minerai States westofus, aud the pas- 
Sage of all laws tending to affect or de- 
stroy oul mining prosperity could be 
prevented. We inast also have this in- 
fluence in Congress, that we may secure 
such legislation as will make our mining 
titles more Secure, and thus ensure their 
development, and enhance their value, 
Who then will say that in all these 
things much may not be gained for Col- 
orado by becoming a State ? and 1b must 
also be quite as evident :bat the increas- 
ed benehts which we must derive, (some 
of which have already been mentioned) 
will far over balance tbe acditional 
burdens and expenses, 

Third. We cannot but all see and teel 
the paramount necessity for the location 
ofthe Partie Railroad, through the m- 
habited po.tions otour Territory. From 
the best information now to be bad on 
this subject, it wonlu seem that, (if this 
Road is located at all within our limis) 
it will be North of our most populous 
counties, and thus removed some sixty 
toone hundred miles trom the localities 
where our people so much desire it, [t 
is of yital importance therefore, that we 
act promptly in the adoption of such 
measures, as will secure if possibie, the 
construction ofthis great National high- 
way through the heart of our Territory ; 
every unterest we have, demands thal 
we do so, and no better way can be pom- 
ted out, than for us to ask immediate 
admission into the Union. We then se- 
cure the admission of our Senators and 
Representatives into Congress, who be- 
ing acquainted with our wants, and who 
by their influence and votes can secure 
the necessary amendments to the char- 
ter of this Road i1equired to secure its 
location where our people wautit Oth- 
er points gast aud north of us are labor- 
ing to secure ameudments to the charter 
of this Road, adverse and prejudicial to 
the interest ofour Territory, and if we 
are blind tothe great benefits and ad 
vantages which we may derive from its 
location, in the heart of our most popu- 
lous districts, thus securing to oar peo- 
ple the benefit of cheap transportation, 
together with the other numerous bene- 


‘fits, that must necessarily flow trom the 


early completion ofthis great National 

improvement, then truly are we a peo- 

ple unworthy to govern ourselves. But 

we believe better things of you, and con- 
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fidently hope that the energy of our peo- 
ple will be aroused to the great benefits 
which they may secure for themselves 
and their posterity in this matter, by di 
rect and immediate action to secure our 
just rights in the location of this Road, 
lt we would secure the éarly develop 
ment of our mines, we must have cheap 
freights and less expensive, living. We 
mast have increased population, whiet. 
of course brings with it the necessary la- 
bor and capital required to,develope our 
unimproved mines, and by becoming a 
State we may secure all thesecnds, while 
if we remain in our present state of 
vassaluge, we can gain notning nor 
ought we to expect it. 

Fourth—All loyal citizens among us 
musi feel adeep and abiding interest in 
the reconstruction policy, to be pursned 
towards the Southern States lately ens 
gaged in rebellion, and which has to be 
metand settled on some basis at the 
coming session of Congress; but what 
that basis will be cannot now be deter 
mined. One thing however is evident, 
that in permitting those States to return 
and exercise again their voite and pow~ 
er inour National councils, it should 
only be done in such a way as to forever 
avoid a recurrence of discord and rebel- 
lion. The defects and errors in our Gon- 
stitution and laws, whicb have led to the 
war just closed, and resulted in so much 
sacrifice ot blood and lj casure must be re- 
moved, and the opportunity tor Southern 
rebels ever to renew the contest must 
be prevented, The loyal States desire | 
to act justly in this matter and at the , 
same time secure permanently and for- 
ever the blessings of liberty; they 
desire the votes and councils of Colora- | 
do, in the settlement ot this question, 
and ow: duty as a loyal people to the 
Government, demands of us that we 
should respond to their request, and as 
a State ṣo what we can to secure and 
mamtaih the perpetuity of the Union, 
strengthen our national liberue, and 
thus secure perpetual harmony and 
peace to our country. If South Caro 
lina is to be admitted into the Union 
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treason, Why sho. ld not Colorado, also, 
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Agzration of justice. 
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out good and efficient judges, our laws 


are useless and of no benefit to anyone, 
To make them effective they must be 
speedily and justly administered. By 
ting our own judges, we secure all 
these things, and ensure a speedy and 
just administration of our laws, all of 
which is vitally essential to the welfare 
and prosperity of our people. If we 
elect our own judges we shall have men 
who reside among us and whose inter-« 


é*is are identical with those of the 


people. Weshall have men whom we 
know to be honest and capable, and 
whom the people can hold strictly 
accountable for their acts, in the admin- 
To continue in our 
present condition is ruinous to all our 
best interests, and for the truth of this 
simple statement we refer you to the 
past. We have never had but one Feds 
eral judge who was from our own 
Ople, and who has resided among us 
and it is as well known to eyeryone that 
heis the oniy one that has ever given 
satisfaction to the people, in the fulfili- 
mentot his duties. Is further argu- 
ment necessary? look back for a mo~ 
Went, and remember that for the last 
Laree months we have not had a judge 
in the Territory and may not have one 
{gr sorre months to come. Our courts 
ust go by default; our laws remain 
nugatory,because these judges, appoint~ 
ed by a power which we cannot control, 
bave fumilies and interest in the States, 
to which they devote their attextion’ 
ving their duties hvre unperformed, 
d thus sacrificing the rights‘and in- 
rests of our people. We must there- 
jore have judges selected from among 
our own peopie, but to do so we must ' 


dependent State. 

Sixth, We present this subject to you, 
treed from all political combinations of 
party, elections, or election influences, 
and ask you to look beyond all such 
influences, and to view the subject in 

he light of the true interest of Colorado, 
and not to encumber it with any politi- 
cul or sectional influences. Examine 


Hdadaper the duties and obligations of an 
‘beh 


your consideration. Webelieve it to be 


again, covered all over with her past are the constitution presented for 


who sent into the field four regiments of 
volunteers, and one battery of as brave 


a good one, calculated to increase our 
wealth and population, if adopted, and 


and loyal soldiers as ever wore the uni- į; to ensure success and prosperity to our 


form ot our armies; it is but her right™*people. 


nnd privilege to do so, and we hope her 
loyal people will improve the opportu” 
nity. Let us then seek admission into 
the Union, :nd render such aid to the 
Joyal States in the re admission of the | 
rebel States into the Union as justice 


may require, granling unto them all Ample, 


those mghts which belong to them as | 
free and independent States, consi-tent | 
with the great principles of free govern~ | 
ment, and at the same time on such a 

basis as shall forever again prevent 

sevession and rebellion and secure the 
peace and liberties of the nation. | 
` Fitth, Another great benelit to ne | 
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derived trom a State government is the 
opportunity afforded tọ the people to 
sdlect their own judicial officers. With- i 


We ask you to look forward to 
the future, with the same boldness 
and confidence, the same feelings 
and hopes which have heretofore 
prompted and encouraged other Terri- 
tories to assume a sovereign and inde- 
pendent existence. Looking to their ex- 
let us adopt the Constitution 
now presented, and become an inde- 
pendent power in the Union of States, 
and thus at our next anniversary of in- 
dependence, add another star to the glo- 
ridus old flag: tbat star, to represent the 
State of Colorado, 

J. Q. CHARLES, 

S. E. BROWNE, 

-J. BRIGHT SMITH, 

Committee. 

DENVER, August 16, A.D. 1865, 


